
Recruitment Hotsheet – Physicians
In 2008, physicians and surgeons held about 661,400 jobs; approximately 12% of these were self-employed. About 53% of wage-and-salary 
physicians and surgeons worked in offices and 19% were employed by hospitals. Others practiced in federal, state and local governments, 
educational services and outpatient care centers. According to 2007 data from the American Medical Association (AMA), of the physicians 
in patient care, 32% were in primary care and 20.1% were in internal medicine. In 2008, 43% of all physicians and surgeons worked 50 
or more hours a week, while 9% worked part-time. The AMA also found that New England and the Middle Atlantic states have the highest 
physician-to-population ratios, while the South Central and Mountain states have the lowest. Physicians tend to locate in urban areas, 
close to hospitals and education centers. AMA data for 2007 showed that approximately 75% of physicians in patient care were located in 
metropolitan areas, while the remaining 25% were located in rural areas.

Employment Trends
Employment of physicians and surgeons is projected to grow by 22% between 2008 and 2018—much faster than the average growth 
expected for all occupations—due to the continued expansion of healthcare-related industries. Also, an expanding and aging population will 
drive overall growth in the demand for physician services, as consumers continue to insist on high levels of care and the use of the latest 
technologies, diagnostic tests and therapies. Many medical schools are increasing enrollments based on these expectations. 

Despite the increased demand for services, some factors will temper growth, though. For example, new technologies enable physicians 
to diagnose and treat more patients in the same amount of time; thereby, increasing productivity. The rising cost of healthcare may 
dramatically lower demand for physicians’ services, however. And, physician assistants and nurse practitioners may increasingly be 
employed to perform many of the routine duties of physicians, since they can do so at a fraction of the cost. 

Top Markets for  
General Internists 
1. New York, NY
2. Los Angeles, CA
3. Boston, MA
4. Chicago, IL
5. Philadelphia, PA

Top Programs for  
General Internists 
Johns Hopkins University

Harvard University

University of California – San Francisco  

University of Pennsylvania

Duke University 

Media Spotlight: Blogs
ACP Internist

Doctors Lounge

MedPage Today

MedWorm

New England Journal of Medicine Blog

The Medical News

Online Networks
Doctors Hangout

Doctors Lounge

Medscape Physician Connect

Modern Medicine

Relax Doc

Sermo

E-Newsletters
ACP Daily E-News

American Medical News

Doctor’s Digest

MDLinx E-Picks

NEJM Journal Watch

Physician Leaders Newsletter

Upcoming Events
American Medical Student Association, March 10-13, 2011 – Washington, DC

National Hispanic Medical Association, March 17-20, 2011 – Washington, DC

American Medical Association, March 21-23, 2011 – Washington, DC

American Medical Women’s Association, April 1-3, 2011 – Arlington, VA

American College of Physicians, April 5-9, 2011 – San Diego, CA

American College of Physician Executives, April 8-12, 2011 – San Antonio, TX

American Hospital Association, April 10-13, 2011 – Washington, DC

Student National Medical Association, April 20-24, 2011 – Indianapolis, IN

Society of General Internal Medicine, May 4-7, 2011 – Phoenix, AZ

National Medical Association, July 23-27, 2011 – Washington, DC
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http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/
http://hms.harvard.edu/hms/home.asp
http://medschool2.ucsf.edu/
http://www.med.upenn.edu/
http://dukemed.duke.edu
http://blog.acpinternist.org/
http://www.doctorslounge.com/index.php/blogs
http://www.medpagetoday.com/Blogs/
http://www.medworm.com/rss/blogs.php
http://blogs.nejm.org/now/
http://www.news-medical.net/
http://www.doctorshangout.com/
http://www.doctorslounge.com/index.php/blogs
http://www.medscape.com/connect?src=ppc_google&ef_id=9dBNCjr8AwAAAKs:20101216161541:s
http://www.modernmedicine.com/modernmedicine/userProfile.do?actionMethod=forwardToKickapps&redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.modernmedicine.com%2Fhome%3Fas%3D33379
http://www.relaxdoc.com/
http://www.sermo.com
http://www.acponline.org/
http://www.ama-assn.org/amednews/site/alert.htm
http://www.doctorsdigest.net/issue/all.php
http://www.mdlinx.com/
http://www.jwatch.org/
http://www.healthleadersmedia.com/2010/ENEWS-3987-PHY/Physicians

